
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cleveland Kids' Book Bank 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Bringing Books to Life! 

Your Project Summary: Theatrical performers in character costume will bring children's books to life at 

neighborhood festivals through storytelling performances.  To promote reading at home, they will also 

hand out free books, engage the children in book-related activities and encourage parents and children 

to find books in their neighborhood Little Free Library to read together. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I unequivocally recommend Cleveland Kids Book Bank for full funding by CAC. Their project, 

Bringing Books to Life!, clearly establishes that it has maximum public benefit for the children of the 

Cuyahoga County region in encouraging them to read via storytelling at performances at several local 

neighborhood festivals. The institution's engagement of numerous community stakeholders in order to 

engage children in reading directly supports the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the area. Their established 

timeline for creating and evaluating this project shows they have the organizational capacity to complete 

it successfully. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - This application clearly meets the funding criteria. This project is a perfect example of 

community collaboration and engagement that responds to a clearly identified need. "Books change lives. 

Yet 2/3 of low-income families do not own a single children's book," this is only a sample of the insights 

provided in the application. It's a young organization that formed in 2014, but with a razor-like focus on 

child literacy. They have a paid director, a budget of over $122,000 and strong partnerships with the public 

library and other neighborhood-based groups. They have hundreds of volunteers and hundreds of 

distribution points for their books. This project, "Bring Books to Life!" is a creative extension of that effort, 

and is intended to reach 3,500 children. I would ask them to look again at their progress measurements. 

The information provided in this narrative is a good first step, but the application would be stronger if 

their measures are tied more directly to measuring the impact of the project on kids reading. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. These events are open to the public and are 

built upon meaningful relationships with the community and stakeholders. Engaging Ms. Cooper and 

transforming the printed words of the books into theatrical presentations is very creative and vibrant. 

Finally, the budget is clear and there is evidence of sufficient organizational capacity. One critique: the 

goal, as stated, is more of a mission statement for the project rather than a goal. Perhaps a metric taken 

from your surveys can be used to formulate a measurable goal. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: Yes - this is a great project that involves literacy and reading while targeting kids and families. 

I'm glad to see that the org is partnering with festivals and other organizations with existing dedicated 

audiences to provide programming and they seem to be very thoughtful in their strategy to impact 

thousands of children and families. The budget is totally reasonable and the infrastructure and 

partnerships are in place to make this program series successful. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community, and seems to also make great use of community partners/collaborators. I appreciate the 

listed collaborators and the access each will help provide to various festivals. The scope of the project, 

and its interactive nature, leads be to believe it will contribute greatly to both inspiring the community 

and contributing to energetic neighborhoods. Through the narrative and its very specific objectives, the 

applicant demonstrates a thorough grasp of its community and its needs. The listed measurements tie 

directly to the project goals, and I like the manner in which the project's multi-pronged approach (creative 

storytelling, sending families off with books and new skills) will continue to foster impact at home. The 

proposal's overall clarity, its listed professionals, and the support materials make me confident in the 

applicant's organizational capacity to carry the project through. This said, I would have liked to have seen 

some matching commitments already secured, and, moving forward, I'd recommend a more thorough 

review of the application as there were a handful of grammatical errors. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


